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The classified or limited status of this report applies 
to each page, unless otherwise marked. 
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS. TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 
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I.     Subject  report   Is  forwarded for  review and evaluation  in a .^otdai; «■ 
with paragraph 4b,  AR 525-15..    Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be  reported  to ACSFOR OT UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within 90 diy^ 
of receipt of covering letter,, 

2     Information contained In this report  la provided t) ln?ut(  ^ppropriat« 
benefits  in the  future  from lessons  learned during current operations   -?'d 

2>may be adapted for use  in developing training material, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
üi^ARlNSNT OF THE ARMY 

Headquapter», Ist Infantry rrtvislon APtlllory 
APO 96345 

AVDB-RA 19 Novombor \%0 

SUBJECTS Oporatlonol Report of lit Infantry Divielon Artlllory for p-.-rlod 
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFDR - 65 (U) 

Commending Gonoral 
1st Infantry Division 
ATTNs AVDB-TT (MHD) 
AFC US Forces 96345 

1. (CX Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities 

a. The 1st Infap*^ Division Artillery continued to support AC Rodb-il] 
and combined operafcfons Toan Thang III, Operation Strangle and Danger 
Forward (Phase if» .Artillery support for these operations continued to be 
characterized^ rohges in the artillery organization for combat (jnclogure 
1) and frequent taciical moves of artillery units (Indosure 2), Division 
Artillery provided fbllow-up fires for B-52 strikes) fired counter mortar/ 
rocket programs in the defense of Lai Khe (Xf7838), Dau Tieng (XT4947), 
and Cu Chi (XT62l2)j and supported ARVN operations in the Ben Cat District. 

b. 1st Infantry Division Artillery operations were conducted in 
accordance with the Division Artillery Field SOP. Significant aetivitica 
and procedures are noted below: 

(1) Artillery organization for combat was dictated by the operation.".! 
areas of the maneuver elements. Normally, each maneuver battalion was 
supported by at least one 105mm howitzer battery. General support re- 
inforcing missions were assigned individual medium and heavy battorlua 
to assist the direct support battalions in providing fires for airmobile 
assMtl.t preparations, ground operations, and counter mortar/rocket 
suppression firos for three major base orjnps within the Division TAOR. 

(2) Seventy-three firing unit moves (57 overland and 16 rotary wing) 
were conducted during this period. 

(;) The firos of four ARVN IOSBB» howitzers wore integrated with six 
US lOSnan howitzers, providing both HE and illumination in support of ground 
operations, during the seal of Phu Hoa Dong village (XT7219), 15-26 Sep 69. 
A new conoept employing searchlights in offensive operations received its 
first test during the seel. A 20 foot airmobile tower equipped with a 
searchlight bolted to the platform and armed with a M60 machinegun and a 

FOR   OJ ur „„„„„„„        DOWMGIAO» AT 3 YIAIIHTIIVAK; 
& <? y 3 a r CONFIDENTIAL        DECLASSIFIED AFIEI 12 YEARS. 
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Biding 31 October 1969, RCS OS for - 65 (U) 

,50 caliber machinogun was oo-locatod with a Divieion PP&-5 radar suction 
in a Regional pv)roe/Popular Forco compound.    The searchlight and rtidir 
wore invaluable in locating the eneny during the hours of darknoäs and 
contributed significantly to the success of the seal. 

2.    (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned:   Coounr.nder's Observations, Evaluations, 
and Recommendations. 

a. Pursonnel; None 

b. Operations: 

(1) Bnploymont of 8" SP Howitzers (Ml 10) at a firo support base (FSB): 

(a) Ob-! rvatlon;    Snplacement of the Ml 10 on unprepared ground during 
the rainy season is not practical as constant shifting of th.. track and 
spade tears up the ground after a very short period of time. 

(b) Evaluation:    The MHO cannot be employed on a semi-perminent basis 
without preparation of firing pads which provide solid foundation for the 
tracks, firm emplacement of the spade and proper drainage.    It is not 
nccessriy to prepare firing pads when the primary azimuth of fire is not 
changed or the track remains in position for only one or two days. 

(o) Recommendation:    That firing pads of    Uterito fill or crushed 
rock, as a minimum, be constructed whenever the Ml 10 will occupy a position 
for more thin one or two days. 

(2) Closing Fire Support Bases: 

(a) Observation:    Dismantling howitzer positions constructed with 
metal cannisters and wooden beams is time-consuming and requires addition .1 
transportation resources. 

(b) Evaluation:    Artillery positions should bo constructed with a 
minimum of permanent type structures, 

(c) ReooDDCndations: 

1 Th^t parapets be constructed with M8A1 steel planking and sandbags 
to minimize dismantling time and assets necessary to move .?. battery, 

2 That POL areas, generators and tents be revetted with dirt filled 
ainno'boxes on the outside and one wall of sandbags on the inside to minimize 
wood splintering. 

JThat empty ammo containers be regularly transported out of FSB's to 
its future displacements. 
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(3) Registration Plant 1 

(a) Obeorvationt Use of a registration plan makes offloient uso of 
the AN/MPQ-HU radar and frees aerial obsorvors for othor important dutios. 

(b) Evaluation: A registration plan that uses permanent r^giatratlon 
points and surveyed OP^ to conduct HB/MPI registrations provides tho 
following advantages! 

i HB registration provides fuse oorreotions« 

2 Registration data derived from HB registrations aru more aocur-to 
than 3ata derived from a precision rogistr.-.tion conducted by an AO when 
the rogistration point is not surveyed* 

2 A minimum amount of AO time is spunt on registrationsf froolng tho 
AO for visual reoonnaissendo and other priority missions. 

^ OP's provide a flash base for target acquisition means. 

(NOTBt In selecting registration points, MET checkpoint ranges should be 
used since MET + VB OFT settings nnd wind cards are more accurate when thu 
noxlmuin ordinato of the trajootory approaches the altitude of a met line 
number) • 

(0) Recommendation: That RS/MPI registration plans bo inqjlömentöd at 
the battalion level when possible. 

(4) Bnployment of Artillery on Radar Sightings: 

(a) Observation: Recent tracking of oneny movement by Al^TFS-25 
end PPS-5 Ground Sorveillanoe Radnrs revealed thr.t the target disappeared 
from the scope as soon as the artillery was fired. After completion of 
firing, the target reappeared on the scope as personnel running. 

(b) Evaluation: Eneny personnel apparently hit tho ground :.s soon 
as the artillery firing is hoard and depart the area lamediatuly upon 
termination of firing. 

(0) Reoomraendation: That radar sightings be engaged .with a minimum 
of two battery volleys - the second volley being fired on connand as soon 
as tho target reappears« 

(5) Engagement of Sensor Developed Targets: 

(a) Observation: Targets developed ty unattended ground sensor 
devices are usually fleeting in nature and require rapid artillery respLnso. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(b) Evaluation;    Personnel activating a seneor are normally In an 
upright position and seek protection when fired upon by artillery. 

(c) Recommendationsi 

1. That sensor developed targets In open terrain be attacked initially 
with PD fuze followed by volleye with VT fuze. 

2 That sensor developed targets in wooded terrain be attacked with 
PD or fuze delay« 

2 That sensor developed targets be engaged with battery one round 
volley on the sensor location, one volley 200 meters loft and right, and 
ono volley 200 meters over and short (total of 30 rds). 

^ That improved Conventional Munitions be used in liiu of fuze PD 
for initial rounds in open terrain whon troop safety permits. 

(6) Target Deetruction Section: 

(a) Observation:    A moro efficient method to correlate the Division's 
Intelligence and response assets was needed.    Small unit contacts, sensor 
activations, SLAR, SPAR, Red Haze and Bloodhound reports were not followed 
up systematically.    Accordingly, a Target Destruction Section (TDS) was 
formed using existing assots from Division Artillery S-2, the Division Fire 
Support Elemont, the Military Intelligence Detachment und the Sensor Platoon. 
The TDS is located in the Division tactical Operations Center and is 
supervised by the Assistant Fire Support Coordinator. 

(b) Evaluation:    The Tcrget Destruction Section monitors and analyses 
all current intolllgonce affecting the TAOI and recommends an appropriate 
response to 0-3 Operations.    The TDS receives spot reports from G-3, 
G-2, 0-5 (e.g. Chieu Hoi reports), 0-2 Air (visual reconnaissance, SLAR, 
SPAR, Red Hazo, Bloodhound reports), radar sightings and sensor activations. 
Baaed on the analysis, the TDS recommends the most appropriate weapon to 
engage the target. 

(c) Recommendation:    That one section be solely responsible for analyzing 
all current Intelligence from Division sources and recommending appropriate 
means of engagement» 

(7) Transporting FADAC: 

(a) Observation: Trpjisporting FADAC overland frequently causes 
damage to the FADAC. 

(b) Evaluation: The memory unit in the FADAC is susceptible to damage 
from jarring and bumping during tactical overland movements. This head- 
quarters has found that the FADAC is more likely to arrive intact if moved 
by rotary wing aircraft. 
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(o)   Reoonunendationt    That FADAC be moved by rotary wing aircraft 
when possible.   If movud overland, tho reusable FADAC oontainor or a 
suitable oushloning device should bo used. 

(8)   Movemont of M102 Howitzer: 

(a) Observationi    Batteries equipped with the M102 howitzer tavu 
exporienoed difficulties when conducting extensive ground movement over 
unimproved roods. 

(b) Evaluationi    In a recent overland move, several M102 howitzers 
experienced damage to sight mounts, quadrant mechanisms, and wheel boiring 
failure due to the poor road conditions. 

(c) Rooomraendation:    M102 howitzers be moved by rotary wing aircraft 
whenever possible. 

o. Trainings None 

d. Intelligence: None 

e. Logisticss None 

f. Organisation: None 

g. Other: None 

8 Inel 
as 
Ipcls 1 and 2 wd HQ, DA 

JOHN P. KEAN 
Colonel, FA 
Comnanding 
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AVDB-T-4J1LI (19 Uov 69)   Ist lud 
SUBJECTi    Operational Report « Leasono Lettrned .'or the !'• rl< ! 1 *: n: L 

3969 - 31 October 1969, lot Infantry Division Artlll«u7  (.. 
üäFOh -65}(U) 

DA, HQ, 1st Infantry Division, AFC   96345 7    DEC 191» 

iOi    Commanding General, II Field Force Vlutnun, i'tViii    Vti. ... b, H.C. 
96266 

1«    (U)   The 1st Infantry Division Artillery Operational .x^ort     :. r. 
LoLrned has been reviewed and approved by this he' dquarters. 

2,    (U)    This report is forwarded in complianco vith UÜA,.V /.cc '^■■->: , 

i'Ui Tib CUlMANDEitt 

fJEllCARSSUO 
11T, AGC 
ASST AG 



AVTOfrJUt-H   (19 Nor 69}   2nd lad 
SOBJKTi   (^•rational Report of lit Infantry Division ArtilUry for Period 

Aiding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR - 6$ (U) 

DA, HQ II I7GRCB7, IPO San Prandaco 96266 ' - '^9 

THRUi    Coaundinc Gworal, 03 Amy Vlatnam, ATTNi    AVHüC(DST), APO 96375 

Coaaandar-In-Chiaf# OS Armj Padflo, ATTNi    GPOP-DT, APO 96550 

TOt       Aatlatant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Arajr, Washington, D.G. 20310 

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report - 
lessons leansd of the 1st Infantry Division Artillery for the period 
ending 31 October 1969« 

FOR THE COMHANDHli 

n^iAin 
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1VHGC-D3T (19 Nov 69) 3d Ind 
SUBJECTi Operational Report of let Infantry Division Artillery for Period 

Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CaFOR-65 (R2) (U) 

HSADQDARTBtS, UNITED STATES ARKI, VIETNAM, AFO San Francisco 96375 

TOi Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTNt GFOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 1st Infan- 
try Division Artillery and comments of Indorsing headquarters. 

2. (C) Comments followi 

a. (0) Reference item concerning "Closing Fire Support Bases", page 2, 
paragraph 2b(2)| concur. The first consideration is to do all that is requir- 
ed to accomplish the mission. The improvements, necessities, gun pits, and 
hardening of the position area will be dictated by the situation and material 
available. 

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Employment of Artillery on Radar 
Sightings", page 3, paragraph 2bCO; concur. However, the commander will 
establish his criteria for attacking a target. The principles of target 
analysis and attack are contained in Chapter 27, FM 6-40. No action by 
U3ARPAC or DA Is recommended. 

c. (C) Reference Item concerning "Engagement of Sensor Developed Targets 
page 3, paragraph 2b(5). The recommendation appears sound, however, the 
commander's guidance, availability of ammunition, higher headquarters1 rules 
of engagement and commanders' desired results should be taken into considera- 
tion when engaging sensor developed targets. 

d. (C) Reference Item concerning "Target Destruction Section", page 4, 
paragraph 2b(6); concur. The Target Destruction Section provides a capabili- 
ty for the rapid conversion of Incoming information to targets which allows 
for a quick response with available combat power. This article has been 
extracted for Inclusion in the 1 January 1970 Combat Intelligence Lessons (CIL). 

e. (U) Reference item concerning "Movement of M102 Howitzer", page 5, 
paragraph 2b(8); concur. However, damage to the fire control hardware of 
the Ml02 105mm Howitzer has been a constant problem when moving the weapon 
over unimproved roads and when improperly slung during movement by air. 
USANBOCM has been Informed of the problem and selective fire control hardware 
has been Internally redesigned to improve the gear train. To date, 160 of 
the modified Items have been released to the field through the Closed Loop 
Supply Program. Theae items should Improve the operational readiness for 

n 
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AVHQC-MT (19 IOT 69) 3d Ind 
SDBJlOTi Operational Baport of let Infantry Dlvlalon Artillery for Period 

Bndlng 31 October 1969, RC8 CaPOR-65 (R2) (U) 

the M102. Ten aeta of completely modified fire control hardware are preaently 
due for a 60-day field teat prior to father production of a new fire control 
unit. Theae aeta will also Include the quick removal mounts. The above 
Information haa been relayed to the submitting unit. 

FOR THB GOMKAHDBli 

^ x^r-^ 

Cy Furni 
lat Inf Dlv Arty 
II FFOBGI7 
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CPOP-DT (19 Nov 69) 4th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lit Infantry Division Artillery for 

Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U) 

HQ, US Amy, Pacific, APO San Franclaco 96558 g p£[j ^/Q 

TO: Aaslstant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 

Thla headquarters concurs In subject report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COHMANDER IN CHIEF: 

tytfarf- 
C. I. SHORTT 
CPT. AGO 
AutAO 
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